Chapter 296-400A WAC

( ( CERTI-EI- CATI-ON-OF COMPETENCY—FORJOURNEYMAN) ) PLUMBER((S)) CERTI FI CATI ON
RULES

AMENDATORY SECTI ON (Anendi ng WBR 98-13-126, filed 6/17/98, effective 7/20/98)

WAC 296- 400A- 005 What definitions do | need to know to wunderstand
these rules? Unless a different meaning is clearly required by the context,
the following terns and definitions are inportant:

"Advi sory board" is the state advisory board of plunbers.

"Backfl ow assenbly" or "backflow prevention assenbly" or "backflow
preventer” is a device as described in the Uniform Plunbing Code that is used
to prevent the undesirable reversal of flow of water or other substances
t hrough a cross-connection into the public water system or consuner's potable
wat er system

"Backfl ow assenbly tester"” is an individual certified by the departnent
of health to performtests to backfl ow assenblies.

"Continuity affidavit" is a form developed by the department that is
used to verify whether nedical gas pipe installation work has been perfornmed.
This form is provided to the departnent annually by the person holding the
medi cal gas piping installer endorsenent and requires the signature of the
enpl oyer of the medical gas piping installer.

"Departnent” is the departnent of |abor and industries.

"Director” is the director of the departnent of |abor and industries.

"Journeyman plunber" is anyone who has |earned the conmercial plunbing
trade and has been issued a journeyman certificate of conpetency by the
depart nment. A journeyman plunber may work on plunbing projects including
residential, comercial and industrial worksite | ocations.

"Medical gas piping installer" is anyone who has been issued a nmedical
gas piping installer endorsenent of conpetency by the departnent.

"Medi cal gas piping systenms" are piping systens that convey or involve
oxygen, nitrous oxide, high pressure nitrogen, nedical conpressed air and
medi cal vacuum syst ens.

"Plunbing" is that craft involved in installing, altering, repairing
and renovating potable water systems, liquid vaste systens and nedical gas
pi ping systens within a building. The installation of water softening or

wat er treatment equi pnent into a water systemis not considered plunbing.

"Plunbing contractor” neans any person, corporate or otherw se, who
engages in, or offers or advertises to engage in, any work covered by the
provi sions of chapter 18.106 RCW and these rules by way of trade or business,
or any person, corporate or otherw se, who enploys anyone, or offers or
advertises to enploy anyone, to engage in any work covered by the provisions
of chapter 18.106 RCW and these rules and is registered as a contractor under
chapter 18.27 RCW

"Specialty plunber" is anyone who has been issued a specialty plunbers

certificate of conpetency by the departnent((——Specialty—plunber
certificatesare)) linmted to ((the)):

(a) Installation, maintenance and repair of plunbing for single-famly
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dwel I'i ngs, duplexes and apartnment buildings which do not exceed three
stories; or

(b) Maintenance and repair of backflow assenblies |ocated within a
residential or commercial building or structure. For the purposes of this
subsection, "maintenance and repair" includes cleaning and replacing interna
parts of an assenbly, but does not include installing or replacing backflow
assenblies.

"Supervision" for the purpose of these rules neans wthin sight or
sound. Supervision requirenments are net when the supervising plunber is on
the premses and within sight or sound of the individual who is being
trai ned.

"Training course provider" is an entity approved by the departnent, in
consultation with the state advisory board of plunbers, to provide nedical

gas piping installer training. Al'l training course providers nust conply
with the requirenments in WAC 296- 400A- 026.
"Trai nee plunber” is anyone who has been issued a trainee certificate

and is learning or being trained in the plunbing trade wth direct
supervision of either a journeyman plunber or specialty plunber working in
their specialty.

AMENDATORY SECTI ON (Anendi ng WBR 97-11-052, filed 5/20/97, effective 6/30/97)

WAC 296- 400A-020 How do | obtain a certificate of conpetency? You can
obtain a certificate of conpetency by conpleting the follow ng requirenments
for:

(1) Journeynan and specialty plunber certificate (excluding backflow
assenbly mai ntenance and repair specialty certification):

(a) Subnmitting a conpetency exam nation application to the department;
((and

{2})) (b) Paying the exanmination fee shown in WAC 296-400A-045(1);
((and

{3})) (c) Submitting the required evidence of conpetency and experience
to the departnent as required under WAC 296- 400A-120 and 296-400A-121; and

((4))) (d) Passing the conpetency exam nation

(2) Backfl ow assenbly mai ntenance and repair specialty certificate:

(a) Subnmitting a conpetency exam nation application to the departnent;

(b) Paying the application and certificate fee shown in WAC 296-400A-
045(2);

(c) Submitting the required evidence of conpetency to the departnment as
requi red by WAC 296-400A- 122; and

(d) Passing the conpetency exami nation.

AMENDATORY SECTI ON (Anendi ng WSR 98-13-126, filed 6/17/98, effective 7/20/98)

WAC 296-400A-030 Do | need a tenporary permt? |If you are an active
out-of -state journeyman plunmber residing in a state that does not have a
reci procal agreement with Washington and you would like to work as a plunber
i n Washi ngton, you need a tenporary pernmt. Tenporary pernits are not issued
for installers of nedical gas piping systens.

Tenporary pernmits are not issued for the backfl ow assenbly naintenance

[ 2 ] OTS-5567.5




and repair specialty. Thus, WAC 296-400A-030 through 296-400A-033 do not
apply to this specialty.

AMENDATORY SECTI ON (Anendi ng WBR 98-13-126, filed 6/17/98, effective 7/20/98)

WAC 296-400A-031 How do | qualify for a tenporary permt? To qualify
for a tenporary permt, you must:

(1) Have an active state-issued journeyman plunbers certificate;
((and))

(2) Gve the departnent sufficient qualifying evidence for a journeynan
pl umber certificate of conpetency; ((and))

(3) Never have taken the journeyman conpetency exam nation in
Washi ngton state; and

(4) Not be an apprentice plunber.

AMENDATORY SECTI ON (Anendi ng WBR 98-13-126, filed 6/17/98, effective 7/20/98)

WAC 296- 400A-035 How can | be placed on inactive status? To be placed
on inactive status, you nust neet these three requirenents:

(1) Be a currently certified plunber; ((and))

(2) ((Be—at—teast—sixty-two years of age)) Have your inactive status
request submitted and approved by the departnment prior to the expiration date
of your plunbing certificate; and

(3) Not be working in the plunbing trade.

Inactive status neans that you are not «currently working in the
pl unbi ng trade and you are not required to pay the annual certificate renewal
fee. If you have been in inactive status for less than five years, you may
return to active status, w thout reexam nation, by paying the reinstatenent
((of—a—journeymancertificate)) fee shown in WAC 296- 400A- 045. I f you have
been in inactive status for five or nobre years, you are required to reapply
and pass the conpetency exam nation pursuant to WAC 296-400A- 020 and pay the
appropriate fees shown in WAC 296- 400A- 045.

AMENDATORY SECTI ON (Anendi ng WBR 99-07-101, filed 3/23/99, effective 4/23/99)

WAC 296-400A-045 What fees will | have to pay? The following are the
departnment's plunbers fees:

(1) Fees related to journeyman and specialty plunber certification
(excl udi ng backfl ow assenbly mai nt enance and repair specialty certification):

Type of Fee Period Covered by Fee Dallar Amount of Fee
Examination application Per examination $108.25
* Reciprocity application Per application $108.25
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Trainee certificate* * One year $32.50

((Fraineecertificate Lessthanoneyear $3.00-per-month-with-aminimumfee
of $21.50))

Temporary permit 90 days $54.00

Journeyman or specialty certificate*** Two years $86.75

Journeyman or specialty certificate Lessthan two years $3.50 per month with a minimum fee
of $32.50

Medical gas endorsement Per application $40.00

examination application((£x%))

Medical gas endorsement* * * Oneyear $30.00

Medical gas endorsement Lessthan one year $2.50 per month with a minimum fee
of $17.50

Medical gas endorsement examination See note below.

fee*** :

Medical gas endorsement training See note below.

course feg*****

Reinstatement of ((ajournreynan)) $173.50

certificates

Replacement of all certificates $((32:50)) 15.00

*k k%

Kk ok kK

Reciprocity application is only alowed for applicants that are applying work experience toward certification that was obtained in
state(s) that the department has a reciprocity agreement with.
The trainee certificate shall expire one year from the date of issuance and be renewed on or before the date of expiration.

This fee applies to either the original issuance or a renewal of a certificate. If you have aftﬁithe umbers certifi of
com| en%}) am?nat}lon or t engeg?(l:al as&p”é%?'c%? er endorsement e><arnll?a¥|on and pad the twlwe?w, you \(I:Valﬁ? be
aplumber certificate of competencsg/ or'amedical gas endorsement that will expire on your birthdate.

The apnual renewd of a Medical Gas Piping Installer Endorsement shall include a continuity affidavit verifying that brazin
workaﬂagf)‘lemper%rm wﬁﬂllnthepast)g)leaﬂ el nuity aifidavit veritying g

s R el & el sz o sencp e el e cepenment, L pvTR e e
g?ﬁggren% texaminatlon regwred for the medical g('Xs piping system |nstaﬁers endorsement. ¥h|sfee IS not pajg to the

Thisfeeispaid directly to atraining course provider approved by the department, in consultation with the state advisory board
of plumbers. It coversthe cost of providing training courses required for the medical gas piping system installer endorsement.
Thisfeeisnot paid tothe department.

(2) Fees related to the backflow assenbly maintenance and repair
specialty certificate:
Type of Fee Period Covered by Fee Dollar Amount of Fee
Examination application Per examination $108.25
Reciprocity application* Per application $108.25
Trainee certificate* * Oneyear $32.50
Backflow assembly maintenance and  Two years $60.00
repair specialty certificate
Backflow assembly maintenance and  Lessthan two years $2.50 per month with a minimum fee
repair specialty certificate of $17.50
Reinstatement fee $100.00
Replacement of certificates $15.00

*

*%

(3)

Reciprocity application is only alowed for applicants that are applying work experience toward certification that was obtained in
state(s) that the department has areciprocity agreement with.
The trainee certificate shall expire one year from the date of issuance and be renewed on or before the date of expiration.

If your birth year is:
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((9)) (a) In an even-nunbered year, your certificate will expire on
your birthdate in the next even-nunbered year.
((2)) (b) In an odd-nunbered year, your certificate will expire on

your birthdate in the next odd-nunbered year.

AMENDATORY SECTI ON (Anendi ng WBR 98-13-126, filed 6/17/98, effective 7/20/98)

WAC 296-400A-070 Can | wrk as a certified plumber in Washington
wi thout taking the Washington state plunbers' conpetency exam nation? You
may be eligible to work in Washington state without taking an exanmi nation if:

(1) You have a current plunbers certificate or |icense from another
state; and

(2) That state has a current reciprocal agreenent with the departnent
of labor and industries; and

(3) You pay the reciprocity application fee and journeyman or specialty
certificate fee shown in WAC 296- 400A- 045.

The director of labor and industries negotiates reciprocal agreenents
with states that have equivalent requirenments for certification and |icensing

of journeyman and specialty plunbers. The agreement allows plunbers from
those states to work in Washington and Washington-certified plunmbers to work
in the other state without taking conpetency exam nations. To find out if

your state has an agreenment with the departnment, contact the plunber's
certification clerk at the departnent's Tumwater, WA headquarters.

Reci procity agreements cannot be used to take the Washington state
conpet ency exam nation instead of the exam nation in your honme state.

(4)(a) Those actively certified by the departnment of health on or
before July 1, 2001, as backflow assenbly testers and registered as a
contractor under chapter 18.27 RCW or enployed by a registered contractor,
may perform naintenance and repair of backflow prevention assenblies, wthout
being a certified plunber under chapter 18.106 RCW and these rules, until
January 1, 2003.

(b) After January 1, 2003, backflow assenbly testers exenpted under (a)
of this subsection are required to neet the eligibility requirenents for a
specialty plunber's certificate of conpetency under chapter 18.106 RCW and
t hese rul es.

AMENDATORY SECTI ON ( Anendi ng WBR 97-11-052, filed 5/20/97, effective 6/30/97)

WAC 296- 400A-100 For certification purposes, how are "years of
enpl oyment" conputed and docunented? (1) For certification purposes, 2,000
hours of enploynent is considered one year. See RCW 18.106.070(2).

(2) When you renew your certificate, you nust docunent your previous
years' plunmbing work by accurately conpleting the departnent's approved form
and subnmitting it to the departnent.

(3) If you have conpleted a one, two, three, four or nobre years
pl umbi ng construction trainee program you must have the necessary training
hours for the year in which you are registered. See RCW 18.106. 040.

(4) Subsections (1) through (3) of this section do not apply to the
backfl ow assenbly maintenance and repair specialty certification as years of
enpl oynent are not required for this specialty. Applicants for this
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specialty designation are required to have fulfilled the requirenents in WAC
296- 400A- 122 and pay the applicable fees in WAC 296- 400A- 045(2).

(5) Experience obtained as a backflow assenbly nmintenance and repair
specialty my not be applied toward journeynan or specialty plunber
certification.

AMENDATORY SECTI ON (Anendi ng WBR 98-13-126, filed 6/17/98, effective 7/20/98)

WAC 296- 400A-120 What do | need to know about plunber trainee
certificates? (1) Journeyman and specialty plunber certification (excluding
backfl ow assenbly mai ntenance and repair specialty certification):

(a) The departnment issues separate trainee certificates according to
the foll owi ng schedul e:

Certificate Year Hours Employed As Plumber Trainee

First Less than 2,000 hours

Second More than 1,999 hours but | ess than
4,000 hours

Third More than 3,999 hours but |ess than
6,000 hours

Fourth More than 5,999 hours

((2)) (b)) You may apply for the next year's trainee certificate

whenever you have the required docunmented work hours.

citrcupmstances—

4¥)) (c) If you are a trainee applying for a journeyman certificate,
you mnust conplete a mninmum of two of the required four years in conmerci al
pl unmbi ng experience.

((65»)) (d) A certified specialty plunmber working on a commercial job
site may work as a journeyman trainee only if they have a current trainee
certificate on their person while perform ng comercial plunbing work.

((£6»)) () On a job site, the ratio of «certified plunbers to
noncertified plunmbers nust be:

((£2»)) (i) One specialty plunmber or journeyman working on a specialty
pl unmbi ng job nmay supervise no nore than two trainees.

(())) (ii) One journeyman plumber working o a comrercial job my
supervi se no nore than one trainee.

((9)) (f) A plunber trainee who has a current trainee certificate
with the state of Washington and has successfully conpleted or is enrolled in
an approved nedical gas piping installer training course nay work on nedical
gas piping systens. Work may only occur when there is direct supervision by
an active Washington state certified journeyman plunber with an active
nmedi cal gas piping installer endor senent issued by the departnent.
Supervi sion nust be one hundred percent of the working day on a one-to-one
ratio.

(2) Backfl ow assenbly mmintenance and repair specialty certification.
A trainee certificate nmust be obtained by an individual perform ng backfl ow
assenbly maintenance and repair work that is not a certified plunber provided
the individual works under the direct supervision of a certified backflow
assenbly mmi ntenance and repair specialty, journeyman plunber, or specialty
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plunmber for a mininmum of one hundred percent of the time spent perforning
mai ntenance and repair wirk to backflow assenblies located wthin a
residential or commercial building or structure.

AMENDATORY SECTI ON (Anendi ng WBR 97-11-052, filed 5/20/97, effective 6/30/97)

WAC 296-400A-121 What do | need to know about trainee experience and
pl umber examination requirenments for the journeyman and specialty plunber
(excluding the backflow assenbly maintenance and repair specialty)? (1) If
you possess a trainee certificate:

(a) You may take the specialty plunber exam nation after conpleting
6, 000 hours of documented training.

(b) You nmay take the journeyman exanination after conpleting 8,000
hours of docunmented training which must include 4,000 hours of comerci al
pl unmbi ng experi ence.

(2) Al journeyman trainees nust work under the direct supervision of a
journeyman plunber until they have conpleted 7,500 hours of training. After
conpleting the 7,500 supervised hours, a trainee may work without direct
supervision until they conplete 8,000 hours. (See RCW 18.106.070(3).)

When 8,000 training hours have been conpleted, the trainee nust take

the journeyman exam nation. Any trainee who has failed the journeyman
pl umber exam nation cannot retake the examination for at |east one month and
must work under the direct supervision of a journeyman plunber until the

exam nation is passed.

(3) To be eligible for the specialty plunber's exan nation, a specialty
trai nee nust conplete 6,000 hours of training under the direct supervision of
either a certified specialty plunber or a journeyman plunber. Any specialty
trainee who has failed the specialty examination, cannot retake the
exam nation for at |east one nmonth and nust work under the direct supervision
of a certified plunber until the exanmi nation is passed.

(4) Any applicant (trainee, specialty plunmber or journeyman) who fails

an exanmination, will be required to wait at |east one nonth before retaking
t he exam nati on. If an applicant fails the second attenpt, the waiting
period for reexamnation wll be extended to at Ieast two nonths. An
applicant who fails the examnation a third time wll have a mandatory

wai ting period of at |east four nonths.

NEW SECTI ON

WAC 296- 400A-122 What do | need to know about trainee experience and
the Dbackflow assenbly maintenance and repair specialty exanination
requirenents? (1) A trainee certificate nust be obtained by an individua
perform ng backflow assenbly nmmintenance and repair work that is not a
certified plunber provided the individual works under the direct supervision
of a certified backfl ow assenbly nmintenance and repair specialty, journeyman
pl umber, or specialty plunber for a mninmm of one hundred percent of each
wor ki ng day while the backflow assenbly mai ntenance and repair work is being
per f or med.

(2) Each applicant for a backflow assenbly maintenance and repair
specialty certificate must furnish witten evidence that he or she has a

[ 7] OTS-5567.5



val id backfl ow assenbly tester certification adninistered and enforced by the
department of health.

(3) Any applicant who fails an exam nation, will be required to wait at
| east one nonth before retaking the exam nation. If an applicant fails the
second attenpt, the waiting period for reexami nation will be extended to at

| east two nonths. An applicant who fails the exam nation a third time wll
have a mandatory waiting period of at |east four nonths.

AMENDATORY SECTI ON ( Anendi ng WBR 97-11-052, filed 5/20/97, effective 6/30/97)

WAC 296- 400A-130 What if | mke a false statement or a nmateria
nm srepresentation on an application, an enployment report or a trainee
certificate? (1) Al required applications and annual statements of
enpl oyment hours are nmade under oath. Making false statements and/or
material msrepresentations carry serious consequences. Any person who

knowi ngly makes a false statement or material msrepresentation on an
application, an affidavit of experience or a trainee certificate may have
their certificate suspended, revoked, and/or be referred to the county
prosecutor for crimnal prosecution. In addition, the departnment may
subtract a maxi mum of 2,000 enploynent hours from a trainee's acceptable
total hours.

(2) The departnment's decisions, under this section, can be appealed to
the advisory board. The appeal hearing will be conducted according to the
appropriate provisions of chapter 34.05 RCW

(3) The annual statenents of enploynment described in subsection (1) of
this section do not apply to the backflow assenbly nmintenance and repair
specialty certification.

AMENDATORY SECTI ON ( Anendi ng WBR 98-13-126, filed 6/17/98, effective 7/20/98)

WAC 296- 400A- 140 How does t he depart nent enforce pl unbers
certification requirenments? The department enforces plunber certification
requirenents by neans of job-site inspections conducted by departnent
conpliance inspectors. The inspector nust determ ne whet her

(1) Each person doing plunbing work has a proper certificate on their
person; and

(2) The ratio of certified specialty and/or journeyman plunbers to
certified trainees is correct; and

(3) ((¥hat)) Each certified trainee is directly supervised by either a
certified specialty plunmber or a certified journeyman; and

(4) ((Fhat)) Persons who are installing nmedical gas piping systens have
active nedical gas piping installer endorsenents in addition to their active
pl umber certification.

(5) Persons who are certified as backflow assenbly maintenance and
repair specialties nust have an active backflow assenbly tester certification
fromthe departnent of health.
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NEW SECTI ON

WAC 296-400A-430 If | am a certified backflow assenbly nmi ntenance and
repair, journeyman, or specialty plunber do | need to be a registered
contractor wunder chapter 18.27 RCW?  Anyone who advertises, offers to do
work, subnmits a bid, or perforns any work under chapter 18.106 RCW and these
rules nust be a registered contractor as required under chapter 18.27 RCW or
an enployee of such a registered contractor, wth wages as their sole
conpensati on.
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